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With Pimsleur Language Programs you don't just study a language, you learn it -- the same way you

mastered English! And because the technique relies on interactive spoken language training, the

Pimsleur Language Programs are totally audio -- no book is needed!The Pimsleur programs provide

a method of self-practice with an expert teacher and native speakers in lessons specially designed

to work with the way the mind naturally acquires language information. The various components of

language -- vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar -- are all learned together without rote

memorization and drills. Using a unique method of memory recall developed by renowned linguist,

Dr. Paul Pimsleur, the programs teach listeners to combine words and phrases to express

themselves the way native speakers do. By listening and responding to thirty minute recorded

lessons, students easily and effectively achieve spoken proficiency.No other language program or

school is as quick, convenient, and effective as the Pimsleur Language Programs.The

Comprehensive Program is the ultimate in spoken language learning. For those who want to

become proficient in the language of their choice, the Comprehensive programs go beyond the

Basic Programs to offer spoken-language fluency. Using the same simple method of interactive

self-practice with native speakers, these comprehensive programs provide a complete language

learning course. The Comprehensive Program is available in a wide variety of languages and runs

through three levels (thirty lessons each) in French, German, Italian, Japanese, Russian and

Spanish. At the end of a full Comprehensive Program listeners will be conducting complete

conversations and be well on their way to mastering the language. The Comprehensive Programs

are all available on cassettes and are also on CD in the six languages in which we offer the Basic

Program on CD.
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I just completed Pimsleur Italian I and I'm very pleased with it. I am now beginning Pimsleur Italian

II. The course is not perfect but it is far superior to all of the other audio courses I have tried or

examined. As somone familiar with earning theory, I absolutely agree that Pimsleur duplicates the

same language acquistion method we use to acquire language as children. I have, however, some

suggestions for gaining the most from the course.1. Get a good dictionary, a verb conjugation book

and look up words in the lessons so that you can write them down. Aural learning is great but

accompanying visual learning it is even better.2. After listening to each lesson a few times, write

them out, in sequence, on 3x5 cards and use them as "drill flash cards" (I put the English on the

front and the Italian on the back and fill each card up with as many phrases as would fit). This is a

bit of work but also extremely helpful for forming a Gestalt. My wife and I drill each other using the

cards and it is a nice change from the CD's.3. Since Pimsleur does not systematically or

comprehensively offer those specific phrases and nouns that tourists need (e.g., helpful travel

phrases, helpful in-hotel phrases and objects like "pillow," "soap," etc.), as you go, put such phrases

together on "Extra" 3x5 cards and commit them to memory. This is easy within the context of the

Pimsleur method because you will already be learning how to put sentences together--one of

Pimsleur's strengths.4. Each lesson starts with a dialogue. After a few listenings, be sure to write

the dialogue down in sequence so that you can read aloud along with the CD.
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